were performed for 60 mm at room temperature.
Alternatively, when anti HNF-L was used some tissues were incubated with primary antibody (dilution 12000) for 24 hr at room temperature (see legend to Figure  4 ).
Cytochemical staining was performed using the avidin-biotin-penoxidase system (Vector Labs; Burlingame, CA), and enzymatic activity was revealed using 3-amino-9-ethyl-carbazole.
Sections, in some cases weakly counterstained with hematoxylin, were finally mounted on glycerol-PVA. Results were considered significant only when serial sections incubated with preimmune sera were negative. When form#{224}lin-fixed tissues were used, 5cclions were submitted to enzymatic pre-digestion, as described (29). The intensity of the positive reaction was graded from + to + + +.
For indirect immunofluonescence tissues were frozen in isopentane precooled in liquid nitrogen.
Acetone-fixed cryostat sections or pre-confluent HeLa cells were incubated for 60 mm with primary antibody (dilution 12#{174}), then washed in PBS and subjected to rhodamine-conjugated anti-rabbit IgG (Cappel).
After PBS washing, the sections were mounted under cover- 
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... In calfand rat tissues, immunohistochemical investigation confirmed the specific staining of"simple" epithelia (data not shown).
Results obtained using cryostat sections or ethanol-fixed tissues were identical, but the immunolocalization of HK18 was compromised by formalin fixation ofspecimens and enzymatic pre-digestion of sections did not permit unmasking of the recognized epitope.
Using the anti-synthetic peptide specific for HNF-L we obtained specific staining of the central and peripheral nervous system, as shown in Figure  4 . Our antiserum stained pyramidal cells in human brain cortex ( Figure  4a ) and the neural fibers in human midbrain ( Figure  4b ), in human spinal cord ( Figure  4g , gray matter; Figure  4j , white matter), and in human and rat nerves (Figures 4h, 4i, 4k, and 41 4c ). In calf we observed staining of white matter ( Figure  4f ) and rare basket fibers (not shown), whereas in nat only white matter was stained ( Figure  4e ). In the latter, using cryostat sections of rat cerebellum, we found a strong staining of basket fibers ( Figure  4d ) in addition to the white matter staining (not shown).
In : g'T .
3;
. . . , ''. 
